
 
(Units in parentheses are excluded from the total unit count due to waivers, overlays and other factors. See Footnotes below for reasons for exclusion) 
† OLD MAJOR/MINOR (declared Spring 2013 or earlier): Lower division prerequisites waived for students with prior language experience (e.g., high school courses, AP credit, heritage language experience). These 
prerequisites were excluded from the unit count for the major and the minor in the previous bulletin copy. 
‡ Flagship track waivers: Lower and intermediate level language courses may be waived, upon advisement, for students entering the Flagship Program with a higher level of Chinese language proficiency. 
* GWAR WRITING  REQUIREMENT: University GWAR requirement to be satisfied by taking one GWAR offering from the Chinese Program or Department of Foreign Languages. Current GWAR offerings include CHIN 
601GW, CHIN 611GW, and CHIN 612 (overlay with core requirement) and FLL 400 (overlay with upper division elective). GWAR courses completed as part of another major also satisfies this requirement. 
** •Culminating Experience: Prior to submitting an application for graduation, candidates for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Chinese must present evidence of having completed a Culminating Experience Project. 
The Culminating Experience Project can be completed through one of three options: 

(1) STANDARDIZED TEST: The student shall submit evidence of having passed (1) the  Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) at Level 4 or higher; (2) the Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL) at 
Level 3 or higher; or (3) the ACTFL/ILR Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) at advanced low or higher 

(2) WRITING PORTFOLIO: The student shall submit a writing portfolio with evidence of advanced level academic and/or professional writing in both Chinese and English. The portfolio must contain at 
least one work of Chinese language academic or professional writing developed out of a writing assignment submitted for credit in an upper division course taught in Chinese, and one work of English 
language academic or professional writing developed out of a writing assignment accepted for credit in a GWAR course.   

(3) FLAGSHIP CAPSTONE: The Flagship Capstone option is available only to students accepted into the Chinese Flagship Program. Students in the Chinese Flagship Program must choose the 
Flagship Capstone Option, which consists of a "Capstone Year" abroad, to be implemented once the student has reached proficiency benchmarks set by the Language Flagship and has been 
recommended by the Council of Chinese Flagship Directors.  

*** COMPLEMENTARY STUDIES: Required of all candidates for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Chinese are 12 units of Complementary Studies, which must come from courses bearing a prefix other than CHIN. 
Complementary Studies for the Chinese major can be satisfied via four possible routes:  

(1) FOREIGN LANGUAGE: 12 units in any foreign language other than Chinese (may include up to 3 units of FL prefix courses);  
(2) STUDY ABROAD: 12 units of course work taken in an approved study abroad program (including CSU Study Abroad, SFSU Bilateral, Chinese Flagship, and SLI Translation-Interpretation programs);  
(3) 2ND MAJOR / MINOR / CERTIFICATE: 12 units of course work taken as part of a second major, a minor or a certificate;  
(4) RELATED SUBJECTS: 12 units of course work in related disciplines with the approval of a Chinese Program advisor. Related disciplines typically include linguistics, literature, philosophy, history, 

education, and any aspect of greater China, East Asia, or Asian Americans. (continued on next page) 

UNDERGRADUATE CHECKLIST     MAJOR   MINOR  
  OLD† LEARNER TRACK NATIVE TRACK FLAGSHIP TRACK‡ OLD† LEARNER TRACK NATIVE TRACK 

(major/minor in Chinese)   Concentration: 
Chinese 
language 

Concentration: 
Chinese lit. & 

linguistics 

Concentration: 
Flagship 
Chinese 

 Minor in 
Chinese 
language 

Minor in  
Chinese lit. & 

linguistics 

CHIN 101 First Semester Chinese  4 4 4 N/A 4 5 4 N/A 
CHIN 102 Second Semester Chinese 4 4 4 N/A 4 5 4 N/A 
CHIN 103 Third Semester Chinese  4 4 4 N/A 4 5 4 N/A 
CHIN 175: Flagship Preparation (I) 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
CHIN 303 Intermediate Chinese  4 4 4 N/A 4 3 4 N/A 
CHIN 275: Flagship Preparation (II) 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
CHIN 311 Conversation and Reading 3 3 3 N/A 3 3 3 

(or CHIN 312) 
N/A 

CHIN 312 Speech and Writing 3 3 3 N/A 3 3 N/A N/A 
CHIN 401 Advanced Chinese 3 3 3 3 3 3 N/A 3 

CHIN 475/476: Flagship Chinese (I)/(II) 3 N/A N/A N/A 3 N/A N/A N/A 

MLL 325 Linguistics for Foreign Language 3 3 3 3 3 3 N/A 3 
CHIN 501 Intro to Classical Chinese, or 
CHIN 502 Readings in Literary Chinese 

3 3 3 3 3 N/A N/A 3 

CHIN 507 Traditional Chinese Culture 3 3 3 3 N/A 3 N/A 3 

CHIN 530 Oratory and Performance 3 N/A N/A 3 N/A N/A N/A 3 
CHIN 600, CHIN 601GW, CHIN 602,  
CHIN 611GW, CHIN 612GW or HUM 530 

3 3 3 3 N/A 3 N/A 3 

Lower division elective in Chinese  
or related area (upon advising) 3 N/A N/A 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Upper division elective in Chinese  
or related area (upon advising) 3 3 3 3 N/A 3 N/A 3 
Upper division elective in Chinese  
or related area (upon advising) 3 3 N/A 3 N/A N/A N/A 3 
Upper division elective in Chinese  
or related area (upon advising) 3 3 N/A 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Flagship content course(I) or (II) 3 N/A N/A N/A 3 N/A N/A N/A 
(GWAR *) (3) (3) (3) (3) 3 N/A N/A N/A 
TOTAL UNITS (excluding CS)  30 40-44 30 40 21 19 24 

Complementary studies (CS)** 
(see description below) 12 N/A 0-12 0-12 12 N/A N/A N/A 
Culminating Experience (CE)***  N/A 0 0 0 N/A N/A N/A 

TOTAL UNITS (including CS)  30 40-56 30-42 52 21 23 24 



Where a course with a non-CHIN prefix is taken as a core requirement or elective for the Chinese major, the said course may also (doubly) count towards Complementary Studies only via the Study Abroad option 
or the 2nd Major/Minor/Certificate option listed above. Students satisfying Complementary Studies through the Foreign Language option are allowed a maximum of 3 units of overlap of FL-prefix courses between 
Chinese major and Complementary Studies units. Students satisfying Complementary Studies through the Related Subjects option are not allowed to double-count major and Complementary Studies units.  
 

GRADUATE CHECKLIST (Chinese M.A. Degree Requirements) 
 

  COURSE NO. TITLE UNITS 
1 MODERN LITERATURE 

requirement 
CHIN 821 Seminar in Modern Chinese Literature 3 

2 CLASSICAL LITERATURE 
requirement 

CHIN 822 Seminar in Classical Chinese Literature 3 

3 CHINESE PEDAGOGY  CHIN 824 Testing and Assessment in TCSL  3 
 requirement CHIN 825 Applied Linguistics and TCSL  
 (CHOOSE ONE) CHIN 837 Materials Development for Teaching Chinese  

4 LINGUISTICS  
requirement 

CHIN 826 Semantics and Morphology 3 

 (CHOOSE ONE) 
 

CHIN 827 Language Change and Dialect Variation  

5 ENGLISH WRITING 
requirement 

MLL 701 Academic Writing and Research Methodology (Exit Level English writing requirement) 3 

6 GRADUATE electives Graduate Elective  
(700 and above) 

Graduate elective (700/800 level) in Chinese or in related subject [adviser approval 
required] 

3 

7  Graduate Elective  
(700 and above) 

Graduate elective (700/800 level) in Chinese or in related subject [adviser approval 
required] 

3 

8 UNDERGRADUATE OR 
GRADUATE electives 

Elective  
(300 and above; cannot be from 
undergraduate core requirements) 

Graduate or undergraduate upper division elective (300 or higher) in Chinese 
(cannot be from undergraduate core requirements) 

3 

9  Elective  
(300 and above; cannot be from 
undergraduate core requirements) 

Graduate or undergraduate upper division elective (300 or higher) in Chinese 
(cannot be from undergraduate core requirements) 

3 

10  Elective  
(300 and above; cannot be from 
undergraduate core requirements) 

Graduate or undergraduate upper division elective (300 or higher) in Chinese 
(cannot be from undergraduate core requirements) 

3 

  TOTAL  30 
 
Additional M.A. requirements: 
 

1 ADVISING Student must seek mandatory advising with the Chinese Program graduate advisor regarding course selection and progress towards degree 

2 ATC/GAP 
An Advancement to Candidacy (ATC) form [formerly known as a GAP form] must be filed by the student before he/she can apply for graduation. The form 
can only be filed after having completed the first semester (9 semester units), but must be filed prior to the semester of graduation. The Chinese Program 
ATC form can be downloaded from:  http://www.sfsu.edu/~gradstdy/forms/chnse.pdf 

3 CULMINATING 
EXPERIENCE 

In addition to required coursework, students must enroll in CHIN 896EXM and complete the Culminating Experience, a.k.a. Master’s Comprehensive 
Written and Oral Examinations in two subfields (student must set topic and reading list with two Chinese Program faculty prior to third week of semester 
taking exams). The student is admitted to the oral examination upon passing the written examination.  Both examinations may be attempted not more than 
two times. Enroll in CHIN 896 EXM for 0 unit culminating experience class. 

4 
APPLICATION FOR 
GRADUATION Student must apply for graduation online in final semester of study 

5 CONTINUOUS 
ENROLLMENT 

Student must maintain continuous enrollment. That is to say, they cannot drop out of school (take no classes) for more than one semester. If students take 
no classes for two semesters or more, they will lose their student status and cease to be Chinese M.A. Program students, at which point they must reapply 
to get back into the program – readmission and transfer of course units is not guaranteed. 

 
 

Historical Timelines (for adviser use only) 
 

Writing 
Requirements 

(undergraduate) 
GWAR as undergraduate English writing requirement 

GWAR option available as of Fall 2011; 
ENG 214-JEPET - ENG 414 option ends Spring 2014 
(students starting between Fall 2011 and Spring 2014 may be able to choose either option; students starting Fall 
2014 or after must take GWAR) 

 (graduate) 
MLL 701 as MA exit-level English writing requirement 

Starts Spring 2012; (option of taking CE in English to satisfy exit level English writing requirement for 
students starting Fall 2011 or earlier) 

Chinese BA 
Revision 
(3 concentrations) 

BA in Chinese w/concentrations; 
Minor in Chinese w/concentrations 

Starts Fall 2013;(generic BA/minor  sign-up valid until Spring 2013) 

New B.A. 
Requirements 

General Education (new) – part of new baccalaureate degree requirements (no FL 
courses except 101, 102 and courses taught in English) 

Starts Fall 2014; old GE (w/Segment 1, Segment 2, Segment 3) applies to students starting Spring 2014 or 
earlier 

 Culminating Experience  
 standardized test (HSK, TOCFL, OPI) 
 writing portfolio [E & C] 
 Flagship capstone 

Starts Fall 2014; (no such requirement for students starting Spring 2014 or earlier) 

 Complementary Studies for BA 
 2nd major, minor, cert. (double-counting OK) 
 Study abroad (double-counting OK, but no more than half of total major units) 
 other language (3 units of FL may be double-counted) 
 other course of study (no double counting) 

Starts Fall 2014; (no such requirement for students starting Spring 2014 or earlier) 

 


